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the bear is probable enough. Having caught his bear,
Duke Cesare would convey him to the Vatican—a large
palace truly, but rather too full of people to be desirable as
a private venom-factor}7. On a dark night in a lonely
courtyard, the Pope's Holiness and the Duke's Excellency
would administer the arsenic to the bear. The method of
administration is not described, nor the slinging up of the
beast prior to his convulsions, nor the picture of the aged
Pontiff skipping round with the silver plate in His solici-
tude that no drop of the fluid should be lost, nor the
solemn bottling of the vials, nor their hermetic sealing
with what seal? The Ring of the Fisherman? And
M. Dumas carefully omits to say that the nasty mess so
secretly and arduously obtained would have been far less
venomous than the original dose of arsenic; which, ad-
ministered neat, without the intervention of an ill-used bear;
certainly would have slain: but which would be deprived
of most, if not of all, of its venomous potency, by its sub-
mission to the digestive processes of M. Dumas' improb-
able and impossible bear.
Undoubtedly, there were the same venomous substances
in and on this earth in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Cen-
turies, as there are now: some few were known; but many
more, and these the most sure and deadly, were not even
dreamed of, e.g., strychnine, prussic acid, or the hideous
bacilli, accessible as dust to any Twentieth-Century medico
who, on the sole condition that he is not instigated by
criminal motives, with perfect security to himself can en-
venom and slay a street, a district, or a city. In the year
1164 Abd~el-Muir.in-ben-Ali the Moorish King of Spain
chased from his dominions all Jews and Christians who
refused the faith of Islam. Among these, to Egypt went
the celebrated Moses ben-Maimona All that was known, he
knew; and he knew sixteen venoms; litharge, verdigris,

